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INCLUSION
115 full-text 

records included 
into meta-analysis

220 full-text publications excluded:
• different comparator: 79;
• duplicate record: 26;
• different dose: 26;
• different MS type: 29;
• different follow-up period: 31;
• different population: 29

Appendix 2. Overview of search results

PUBLICATIONS SELECTED 
FOR MAIC

3 publications on PEG IFN β1а clinical trial results (NCT02744222)

2 publications on SamPEG IFN β1а clinical trial results (NCT02744222)

SYNTHESIS

52 publications on agents for first-line MS therapy

63 publications on agents for second-line MS therapy

IDENTIFICATION

4217 records found 
in Embase

1792 records found 
 in PubMed

5039 records left after 
removing duplicates

167 records found 
in eLIBRARY.RU

1137 duplicate 
records removed

0 records from 
other sources

SCREENING 340 records were 
screened

4699 records excluded:
• were not results of clinical trials: 1844;
• systematic reviews, meta-analyses: 235;
• different comparator: 84;
• different disease: 373;
• different outcome: 217;
• different population: 159;
• different follow-up period: 116;
• different treatment or dose: 1671

ACCEPTABILITY 335 full-text records 
evaluated for acceptability Full text not available: 5


